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oahalang eona 
seb etsang ka 

na ba butsoi- 
3 t la  itsetleha  
tseo a  t la  ’ne 
leb aka  leo ke 
lo oa Iona oa

ke m orutuoa  
n ako  le  nako 
lit lh a h iso  tse 
, tseo  motho 

a jo a le , Seso- 
e, hoo re  seng 
lg  bosupa.

to preserve th e  songs w hich  accom pany  
the stories. W e should v is it  old ladies and 
old men and ask  them  to  re la te  these  
stories to  us w hile w e w rite  them  down, 
and if we helve record in g : m achines, we  
should record  them .

To hand them  down to  th e n ex t g en era ­
tion, we should teach  them  to  o u r school

U V V / 1 V X 1  O V . A j j U  \ 4 . < A V U

Those w ho know  o f som e m ore o f th is  
typ e  o f songs could send them  to me 
because I w a n t to  collect them . O thers 
could also do th e collecting job  as well.

(M y ad dress is : P.O. Box 42, Bushbuck- 
ridge.)

S W I S I N W A S I N W A N A  S W A  V A T S O N G A

ke h o re  batho 
oa b a tle  le ho 

balan g . Hoa 
re  e re  u  re u 
Seso th o  se se 
o se  ngoloang  

e le  lilem o a 
o fih lile  sele-

seng e mama- 
sa  b a tlen g  ho 
a m ang, leha 

ig  a  e roalle  
le. h a  a  batle 
la h o re  molfo 
ng m ollo oa 

oa le lihela

Hina V aT songa hi ni m itsheketo  i yo  
tala swinene le ’y i fam b ak a ni tinsim u. to  
saseka swinene. K am be hi m haka ya' 
xilungu ni ti “w ire less” a  sw a  ha ta la n g a  
swo tsham a exitikw eni, ku okiw a tim anga  
ni swifake, kdkw ani 'N’W aNkheswi a  ri 
karhi a tsh ek eta  lah aya . S w a  k a  rh i 
swa fam ba. K u  fam b a k a 'sw o n a  i ku 
lova ka rifu w o  r in ’w an a ra  vutom i bya  
hina VaTsonga. N am utlha m itsheketo  
leyi yi ni vakok w an a w a  hina. Loko va  
hundza vona, h ina V aT songa hi ta  va  
swisiwana ngofu hi tlh elo  rero .

Imfanelo :y'a .hina V aT songa m am utlh a : 
ku Iwa hi m atim ba ku h la y isa  rifu w o  le r i ‘ 
ngopfu-ngopfu tinsim u ta  m itsheketo. 
Hina vantsw ha,: hi fan ele  ku. rhendzeleka  
ni sw ikhekudyana na sw ikh alab yan a hi 
kombela lesw aku sw i hi tsh ek ete la  ni ku
hi yim belelela. ku tan i hi sw i tsa la  ehansi 
La' va ngana ti , “record ing  m achines” va

nga p fun a ku te k a  tinsim u leti hi michini 
leyi.

L esw aku  tinsim u leti ni m itsheketo  
. ley i sw i nga lovi, sw i fan ele  ku dyondzi- 
siw a esw ikolweni. Y i ta  v a  fanelo  y a  va  

1 th ica ra  ku sw i dyondzisa e k a  van a  va  
xikolo  h iku va  lomu a v a  fanele ku swi 
kum a kona, ku nga ka vakokw ani w a  

' vona a  sw a ha endleki swinene, kutani 
hina v a th ic a ra  hi fanele  ku lw ela ku h la ­
y isa  rifu w o  leri hi ku dyondzisa vana, na 
vona loko v a  endla m ath icara  v a  ta  dyo­
ndzisa vana, sw i fam bisa sweswo.

H aleno ndzi rin geta  ku tsa la  sw isin ’- 
Wana sw i nga ri swi ngani sw a m itsheketo  
le ’sw i nga dyondzisiw aka vana. Sw in ’w a- 
na sw a sw ona a  hi sw a m itsheketo  swo  
v a  sw isin ’w ana le ’sw i y im beleriw aka hi 
van a v a  VaT songa. Sw in ’w ana van a v a  
yim belela v a  ri k arh i v a  cina v a  encenyeta  
m arito  y a  kona hi sw irho  sw a m m iri.
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th e  tae lo  ena, 
llah la th e la . SOME TRADITIONAL TSONGA SONGS
k atsa , hobane 
lo a  re  fum a- 
a  h o re  eba re 
k a  lib u ka tsa  
îg m oo li ba- 
hlo le  re  batla 

ipa bukana ea 
h o re  re  se re 

fê ta  k a  tla s ’a 
STka e le tsa  ka 
i jo a lo , a  mpe 
>bane o senya  
ila ea  th u to  ea

m otho ea sa 
ebeletse bana 
> ts a  bona ka 
ïah a lan g  eona 
seb etsan g  ka 

na ba butsoi- 
: t la  itsetleha  
:seo a  t la  ’ne 
leb ak a  leo ke 
lo oa lona oa

B y C. T. D. M A R IV A T E

We the Tsonga people have m any  
folklore sto ries  w hich a re  accom panied by  
bvely songs. B u t due to  th e  influence of 
the radio, th e  evening round th e  h earth  
*ith the old la d y  re la tin g  fo lk lo re  stories,
3 a ra r ity . T h at tre a su re  is being lost.
Its going a w a y  m eans o u r losing p a rt o f 
our Tsonga treasu re . Today, on ly  th e  old 
people know  th ese fo lk lo res, and w hen  
they go (die),  w e sh a ll be th e  m ore  
poorer i f  w e do , n o t t r y  to  s to re  . th a t ; 
treasure. , .. . j . ' :

It is our d u ty  as T songas to d a y  to  t r y  
wd preserve th is  tre a su re , m ore especially  
to preserve th e  songs w hich accom pany  
the stories. W e should  v is it  old ladies and  
old men and ask  them  to  re la te  th ese  
stories to us w hile  w e w rite -th e m  down, 
and if we h a ve  record in g  - m achines, we 
should record  them .

To hand them  dow n to  th e  n ex t gen era­
tion, we should teach  them  to  o u r school

children.. I t w ill > - th e d u ty  o f th e teach er  
to  hand it dowri-cb th e children because 
the children (m ost of them ) do not have  
th a t sam e old opp ortu n ity  o f s ittin g  w ith  
th e ir  g ran n ies; so we th e  teach ers  should  
fig h t to  p reserve  th is treasu re . The 
children, w hen grow n up w ill hand sam e 
down to  th e  n ext generation.

H ere I shall w rite  down a few  such 
songs w hich  could be ta u g h t to  children. 
N ot a ll o f them  are  fo lk lo re  songs, some 
a re  ju s t  trad itio n a l songs. Som e are  
action songs (Then come th e songs).

Those w ho know  o f some m ore o f th is  
ty p e  o f songs could send them  to me 
because I w an t to  collect them . O thers  
could also do th e  collecting jo b  as well.

(M y address is : P.O. Box 42, Bushbuck- 
ridge.)
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Hina V aT songa hi ni m itsheketo  j yo  
îala swinene le ’y i fam b ak a  ni tin s im ù .to  
?aseka swinene. K am be hi m haka ya' 
xilungu ni ti “w ire le ss” a  sw a  ha ta la n g a  
wo tsham a exitikw eni, ku o x iw a tim a n g a  
ni swifake, koikwahi ‘NhVaNkheswi - a  ri 
karhi a tsh ek eta  lah a ya . Sw a k a  rh i 
«wa fam ba. K u  fam ba k a  sw ona i ku 
lova ka rifu w o  r in ’w ana ra  vutom i bya  
hina VaTsonga. N am utlha m itsheketo  
îeyi yi ni vakok w an a w a  hina. Loko va  
hundza vona, h ina V aT songa hi ta  va  
jwisiwana ngofu hi tlhelo  rero .

Imfanelo :y'a h ina Y aT songa mamutlha. : ,  
Sm lwa hi m atim ba ku h lay isa  rifu w o  leri, 
ngopfu-ngopfu tinsim u ta  m itsheketo. 
Hina vantsw ha,: hi fan ele  ku rhendzeleka  
ni sw ikhekudyana nà sw ikh alab yan a hi ■ 
kombela lesw aku sw i hi tsh ek ete la  ni ku 
hi yim belelela. ku tan i hi sw i tsa la  ehansi.
La' va ngana tij “record ing m achinés” , va

nga p fun a ku te k a  tinsim u leti hi michini 
- leyi.

L esw aku  tinsim u leti ni m itsheketo  
, ley i sw i nga lovi, sw i fan ele  ku dyondzi- 
siw a esw ikolweni. Y i ta  v a  fanelo  y a  va  

1 th ica ra  ku sw i dyondzisa e k a  van a  va  
xikolo  h iku va  lom u a  v a  fanele  ku swi 
kum a kona, ku nga ka vakokw ani w a  

’ vona a  sw a ha endleki swinene, kutani 
hina v a th ica ra  hi fanele  ku lw ela ku h la ­
y isa  rifu w o  leri hi ku dyondzisa vana, na 
von a loko v a  endla m ath icara  v a  ta  dyo­
ndzisa vana, sw i fam bisa sweswo.

H aleno ndzi rin geta  ku tsa la  sw isin ’- 
Wana sw i nga ri sw i ngani sw a m itsheketo  
le ’sw i nga dyondzisiw aka vana. Sw in ’w a- 
na sw a sw ona a  hi sw a m itsheketo  swo  
v a  sw isin ’w ana le ’sw i y im beleriw aka hi 
van a  v a  VaT songa. Sw in ’w ana van a  va  
yim belela v a  r i k arh i va  cina v a  encenyeta  
m arito  y a  kona hi sw irho  sw a m m iri.
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